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Meet K-von… He’s Persian 
“Yes, I’m really Persian!” I find myself saying that after just about every comedy 
show. As comedians, we tell jokes about our lives and make fun of our personal 
experiences. So naturally, the most unique thing about me- and often my first 
topic on stage- is having a dad from the Middle East and a mom from Middle 
America. Growing up in this mixed family I didn’t think anything of it, but it 
wasn’t long before I realized this was a gold mine of crowd-pleasing material.
  
The one problem I have is that I don’t look “Iranian.” If you think that sounds 
like racial profiling, I agree with you. Which is why I laugh when people say that 
to me all the time. Both Americans and people of various ethnicities will pull 
me aside and say, “K-von, I’m sorry but you just don’t look Persian.”  Well, what 
would you like me to do, wear a v-neck, gold chain, and more cologne?  

If you miss the beginning of my act where I explain in depth that I have an Ira-
nian baba, you might think I’m an outsider just poking fun at our people for no 
reason.  This became a problem at one particular show early on in my career. A 
Persian man in Orange County arrived late to my comedy show (surprise sur-
prise!) missing the first five minutes of my performance.  He made his way to 
the front and sat down in his VIP seat (another surprise!).  As I continued with 
my jokes his face got more and more upset.  Finally he couldn’t take it anymore.  
He stood up in front of everyone and shouted, “Why are you making fun of me 
and my family?!” I was confused. I said, “Sir, I was making fun of my family!  He 
yelled back, “You are not even PERRRRRRSIAAAN!” and with that he stormed 
out.  I had been racially profiled and stereotyped in front of over 200 people- 
by an Iranian no less- but I wasn’t offended because it made for a great story, 
one that I tell as often as possible.

The next time you are at a comedy show, feel free to kick back and laugh at 
yourself and everyone else. It’s the one last place you are allowed to do it!   

K-von is a comedian and writer who has appeared regularly on MTV and toured 
with Maz Jobrani for several years. He’s releasing his family-friendly 1-Hour Spe-
cial, “Tanx God!”(rated PG) in time for the holidays. Look for it on www.Kvon.
tv or pick one up at his charity comedy show on Dec. 17th (Irvine Improv, Spec-
trum Mall, 8pm).
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