
his homeland security adviser, overseeing 
planning, training and the coordinated 
response of Nevada Public Safety 
resources in the event of an incident.

Christopher Nielsen ’97 (biology) is the 
director of the Nevada Department of 
Taxation. Chris holds law degrees from 
the University of the Pacic McGeorge 
School of Law and the University 
of Washington School of Law.

James P. Marren ’98 (education), a certied 
nancial planner, has opened an independent 
Raymond James oce in downtown Reno. 
Jim was previously a nancial adviser 
with Edward Jones for 12 years, where he 
was a limited partner. Jim and his team at 
Raymond James provide clients with wealth 
legacy management services to ensure 
the quality of life for every generation. 
Jim and his wife, Erin K. (Dennison) 
Marren ’99 (English), live in Reno with 

their two children, Avery and Carter.

Kellene S. Stockwell ’98 (journalism), ’00 
(theatre) won her second regional Emmy as 
news producer at KTVN. Kellene recently 
received a certicate in feature lm writing 
from the UCLA Extension Program and 
she is pursuing a social media marketing 
certicate from the University of Nevada, 
Reno Extended Studies Program. 

Wade B. Gochnour ’92 Kellene S. Stockwell ’98, ’00James P. Marren ’98

The Olympics provided some temporary relief.  
Now that they’re over, turn on the TV and you’ll 
catch shows like The Biggest Loser, Celebrity Rehab 
and several others about people fighting their way 
back from the bad decisions they’ve made. Open 
the paper and you’ll read about people involved in 
various scandals. The more they’ve messed up, the 
more coverage they get.

How about a shout-out to those who never 
made a bunch of mistakes in the first place?  You 
know, the ones that actually got it right the first 
time? Maybe it isn’t captivating. Perhaps it doesn’t 
sell enough advertising. For whatever reason, 
the people we should look up to typically go 
unmentioned. I can imagine a network TV executive 
sitting in the oce listening to various story pitches:

Pitch: “So, we got this kid who was told not to do 
drugs … and actually LISTENED.”

Network Executive:  (yawns) “Not going to get 
ratings.” 

Pitch: “All right, how about this: A student who 
prevented gaining the dreaded ‘Freshman 15’ with a 
diet and fitness regimen.”

Network Executive: “Are you kidding me!? That 
doesn’t make for a reality show star.”

Pitch: “OK, let’s do something on teens who made 
good decisions about dating?” 

Network Executive: “You’re killing me here. 
There isn’t a show called 16 and Not-Even-Close-To-
Pregnant. What else ya got?”

Pitch: “Fine, a show with a bunch of people who 
never had their car repossessed, never been chased by 
cops and never had to pawn anything.”

Network Executive: “Get the hell out of my oce!”

Someone at the top wants us to believe that 
those who set good examples are NOT sensational. 
They aren’t interesting enough to get on shows like 
Dr. Phil, and they surely won’t get a standing ovation 
after sharing their so-called bland story. They prefer 
to give the platform to those who have made drastic 
mistakes.

Maybe I’m weird, but the people who were 
somehow able to navigate all the obstacles and got 
it right the first time are the ones who fascinate me. 
Those are the people I want to hear from and would 
like to surround myself with. Take a walk around 
the University of Nevada, Reno campus this fall and 
you’ll definitely find some unsung heroes. These 
“boring” types are reflected in the students, faculty, 
sta and volunteers. They’re everywhere. To them 
I would say: “Even though you haven’t completely 
ruined your whole life at one point, I still think you’re 
great.”  
So if this applies to you, consider this little corner 
of Nevada Silver & Blue your pat on the back. Enjoy 

it, because you probably won’t be getting another 
one of these for a while. You’re the one we should 
be turning on the TV and hearing about. Until then, 
back to watching the standard programs, and … 
Wow! This 490-pound lady just weighed in at a 
svelte 470. Someone give her a gold medal! 

 
K-von ’03 (marketing) is a proud Nevada alum and 
comedian. Visit KvonComedy.Wordpress.com for more 
articles. He’ll be performing in Las Vegas in October and 
Reno in November. Tour dates are listed on www.Kvon.tv

Kickin’ it with K-von | Got it right the rst time
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