
vices, programs and community activities. He 
will also manage media relations, community 
outreach, web development and social media 
for the club. Taylor previously served as senior 
account executive at RKPR Inc., a Reno-based 
public relations rm. 

‘00s
Alexia Bratiotis ’01 (journalism) has been 
promoted to general manager of e Sum-
mit in Reno. Alexia is responsible for the 
management and the local implementation 
of marketing and communications strategies 
for the 600,000-square-foot outdoor lifestyle 
shopping center. She has served on the board 
of the local chapter of the Public Relations 
Society of America in a variety of capacities, 

including two terms as president. Currently, 
Alexia serves as the co-chair of professional 
development.

Vic T. Delossantos ’01 (nance) has been 
appointed small business banker in Reno and 
Tahoe for Bank of America, where he will 
provide personalized attention to small busi-
ness owners. He brings 14 years of experience 
working with small businesses and is cur-
rently part of the International Rotary Club, 
Reno Central. Additionally, Vic served for ve 
years as the chairman for the Bank of America 
Volunteer Network, where he continues to 
enjoy volunteering for Bank of America-
sponsored events. 

Nicole M. Shimabuku ’03 (psychology), 
’09M.A. (counseling and educational psychol-
ogy) is the coordinator of student activities and 
leadership at Truckee Meadows Community 
College. Nicole became engaged to Frederick 
J. Perdomo ’03 (civil engineering) on May 5, 
2012 on Portuguese Beach in Sonoma County, 
Calif. Rick is a litigation attorney in the Tobac-
co Enforcement Unit at the Attorney General’s 
Oce in Carson City, Nev. e couple plan to 
wed in July 2013 in Virginia City, Nev.

Jennifer J. Andrews ’04 (criminal justice) has 
recently accepted the position of  marketing 
manager/demand generation specialist at doc-
STAR in Schenectady, N.Y. Jennifer currently 
resides in New York with her husband, Randy, 
and daughter, Abbey.

Nicole M. Shimabuku ’03Alexia Bratiotis ’01

It’s no secret that we’re losing jobs in this country.  
The question is: Why?  The President?  Illegal 
immigration?  Outsourcing?  Unfortunately, those 
aren’t the correct answers. So who is to blame for the 
lack of jobs? YOU ARE! And where did all the jobs go? 
YOU STOLE THEM!  

Allow me to explain. The answer to the 
unemployment rate has been literally at your 
fingertips the whole time. It’s your smart phone. 
You may think I’ve lost it, however take a look at 
that marvelous contraption. This singular unit now 
performs the tasks of a dozen devices, maybe more. 
Mine is a stock tracker, alarm clock, Game Boy, GPS, 
mp3 player, price checker, banking device, camera, 
camcorder, voice recorder, newspaper, calculator, day 
planner, computer, e-reader, shopping mall and fax 
machine ...  and I almost forgot—a phone!

We are just scratching the surface of what is to 
come. Every time I turn around, I find that my smart 
phone is actually another device as well. For instance, 
there is a free app I downloaded that makes it a credit 
card terminal. Give me your American Express and I’ll 
show you how simple that one is to use.

These all used to be separate items, requiring 
separate factories that employed hard-working 

people. Each had to be purchased separately at 
stores from sales reps and cashiers. You used to have 
to actually go into places of business and interact 
with employees to get each of them. Not anymore. 
Ironically, I believe Steve Jobs is the reason so many 
have lost theirs. (Oh, and don’t blame him because it 
was bound to happen eventually.) 

Smart phones and other technology are changing 
the rules of the game faster than we’re figuring out 
how to play it, and rapidly chewing up chunks of the 
workforce as it grows. If we can’t adapt fast enough 
and figure out a way to make ourselves useful, we 
risk becoming obsolete. Old models. Clunkers. Just 
look at the last 10 years: We’ve gone from “Need help 
out to your car?” to scanning and bagging our own 
groceries. From awkwardly talking to a teen through 
a movie theater’s glass to queuing up our own tickets 
at the kiosk before waltzing right in. 

It’s changed whole industries forever. Think about 
the last trip you took. No need for travel agents or 
customer service, booking flights is easy. Get to the 
airport and print your own boarding pass with no 
assistance. While in the airport, forget soda and chips; 
you can now shop at a Best Buy vending machine. 
When your return home, forget one-hour photo; 

simply print your own pics. Those were all jobs that a 
young child growing up today will never know. 

Which leads us to our toughest job: Figuring out 
how to stay employed under the threat of this new 
big competitor. Be thankful our smart phones aren’t 
that smart yet. I certainly am. As soon as articles can 
write themselves, I’ll be out of a job too. 

K-von ’03 (marketing) is a proud Nevada alum 
and comedian. Recently selected as the face of 
ScamBook.com, he creates weekly videos that help 
you avoid online fraudsters. View the clips at Youtube.
com/KvonComedy.

Kickin’ it with K-von | Dude, where’s my job?
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