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Irvine International Film Festival kicks off Friday with Oscar contenders
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The Irvine International Film Festival may be only in its fourth year, but it’s already
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attracted Oscar contenders.

“We have become a magnet for the best independent films,” executive director Jack Kaprielian said. “I think
the main reason for our success is word of mouth and the positive experience filmmakers have when at the
festival.”

Last year’s event showed 15 Oscar contenders, and this year's has a dozen more, Kaprielian said.

The festival kicks off Friday with a mix of comedies, documentaries about contemporary issues, shorts and
even works from a younger generation of filmmakers. It’s a chance to see some films locally before they’re
released nationwide.

released nationwide.

Bared Maronian will show his documentary “Orphans of the Genocide” about the thousands of orphans who
were left behind and forced to abandon their culture after the 1915 Armenian genocide by the Ottoman
government.

Maronian, himself an Armenian whose two grandmothers survived the genocide, will host a question-andanswer session after the screening.

In the orphanages, the children were forced to reject their identities, their native language and their Christian
religion.

“They changed their culture, and they were forcibly trying to make them Turks,” Maronian said. “Like any
other film or documentary-maker, I would like this to get as large as exposure as possible, given the topic.” In
fact, organizers for the festival contacted him to include the documentary; rather than Maronian submitting it.
And for him, that is an honor, he said.

Other films in the festival deal with a range of topics, from poverty to the fight for gay marriage rights.

It’s not all serious, though. The revenge-fantasy “A Bit of Bad Luck” or “Nowruz: Lost and Found” are among
the comedies.

Kevan Moezzi (pronounced K-von) is a stand-up comedian who knew nothing about his Persian roots, so he
leaves the comforts of his home in Hollywood to take his show on the road while exploring the meaning and
traditions of Nowruz, the Persian New Year.

Though the film already has been shown elsewhere, including in Los Angeles, Moezzi said he was excited
about being included in the Irvine International Film Festival.

“I was verrry excited to see the film was selected for the Irvine Film Festival because (it’s) widely recognized,”
Moezzi said in an email. “It will be seen by a wider demographic, and who doesn’t love the O.C.?!”
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